
Incorporated: 1743 Hampshire County
Pelham was first settled in 1738 by a group of Scotsmen. They had sent a scout to look America
over before committing themselves to a drastic move across the Atlantic Ocean. Having received
good reports, nearly 100 families set out for Boston arriving in 1718. After trying a number of sites
the group finally settled in Pelham. By 1739 the residents of Pelham had established the first school
and were making provisions for saw and grist mills. Today Pelham is still a great place to settle,
bordered by Shutesbury on the north, Belchertown on the south, Amherst on the west, and Quabbin
Reservoir on the east. The Town has its own government but is part of the Amherst Regional School
System and the Quabbin Health District which is also comprised of the towns of Ware and
Belchertown. These cooperatives allow the small community to have its own identity yet share
services with other larger towns. Pelham also shares its zip code, 01002, with Amherst. Primarily a
residential area, many of the residents work in the surrounding towns and at the University of
Massachusetts.
Population: 1403 (2000 census) Total Area: 26.50 square miles +/-
Government: Board of Selectmen Tax Rate: $17.37 (2008)
School Superintendent: 549-9806
Public Schools: Pelham Elementary; Amherst
Regional Middle School & Amherst Regional
High School

Colleges and Universities: none

Private Schools: none

Shopping: 10 minutes to Amherst Center Libraries: Pelham Free Public Library
253-0657

Recreational Facilities: access to Quabbin
Reservoir, hiking, fishing

Utilities:
Cable: AT&T Broadband 1-888-633-4266
Electric: Western Mass Electric Co. 800-286-2000
Telephone: Verizon 800-870-9999

Child Care Providers: 413-582-4218
Child Care Focus
56 Vernon Street
Northampton, MA 01060
--provides a list of licensed childcare facilities

For More Information:
Town hall: 253-7129
www.magnet.state.ma.us
www.jonesgrouponline.com
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